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This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following 
reasons: 

1. | | Claims Nos: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2. r^j Claims Nos: 



because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to 
such an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 
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Claims Nos : 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 
6.4(a) 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 
See separate sheet 
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payment of any additional fee. 

3 . j I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search 

report covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. |~ I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report 

is restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of Boxes I to VIII is not sufficient) 



Continuation of Box II: 

The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to 
one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. In corning to this 
conclusion the International Searching Authority has found that there are different inventions as follows: 

1 . Claims 1-26 are directed to a rheometer having a driver applying alternating movement to a sample's surface, 
force measuring device, displacement measuring device and a processor receiving the signals from the force 
and displacement measuring devices to determine the rheological property of the sample. A signal generator 
supplies the driver with a frequency sweep signal having a monotonic group delay. It is considered that these 
features comprise a first "special technical feature". 

2. Claims 27-38 are directed to a rheometer having a driver applying alternating movement to a sample's surface, 
force measuring device, displacement measuring device and a processor receiving the signals from the force 
and displacement measuring devices to determine the rheological property of the sample. The sample is 
contained between two spaced parallel plates, and the driver drives one of these plates. One of the plates has a 
surface coating that allows the sample to extend up the plate's sidewall forming a concave meniscus. It is 
considered that these features comprise a second "special technical feature". 

3 . Claims 3 9-47 are directed to a rheometer having a driver applying alternating movement to a sample's surface, 
force measuring device, displacement measuring device and a processor receiving the signals from the force 
and displacement measuring devices to determine the rheological property of the sample. The sample is 
contained between two spaced parallel plates, and the driver drives one of these plates via a connecting 
member. A temperature controller controls the temperature of the sample, and the connecting member is made 
of a material having a low coefficient of thermal expansion, so that the spacing between the parallel plates 
does not alter as the sample's temperature changes. It is considered that these features comprise a third 
"special technical feature". 

4. Claims 48-53 are directed to a rheometer having a driver applying alternating movement to a sample's surface, 
force measuring device, displacement measuring device and a processor receiving the signals from the force 
and displacement measuring devices to determine the rheological property of the sample. A signal generator 
supplies the driver with a signal that gradually increases in amplitude at its start and gradually decreases at its 
end; It is considered that these features comprise a fourth "special technical feature". 

These groups are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept, that is, they do not have any common 
inventive features, which define a contribution over the prior art. The common concept linking together these groups 
of claims is a rheometer having a driver applying alternating movement to a sample's surface, force measuring device, 
displacement measuring device and a processor receiving the signals from the force and displacement measuring 
devices to determine the rheological property of the sample.. However this concept is not novel in the light of the 
documents cited in the ISR. Therefore these claims lack unity a posteriori. 
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